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FIGURE 2.6	 Screenshot of Suggested Subject Terms in PsycINFO

Source: PsycINFO®

narrower. Often students initially enter keyword terms that either lead to “zero” hits or 
1,000 hits; that is, the search leads to no or few relevant articles or so many that it would 
be overwhelming to sort through them. If you look up the keyword “terrorism” in the  
PsycINFO database, for example, you will get more than 7,000 hits. A recent search con-
sulting the thesaurus function of PsycINFO under “terrorism” showed the year the term 
was introduced to the tracking citation system (1982), a definition (Scope note), two 


